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SECTION 01420 
 

DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS 
 

PART 1 -  GENERAL 
 

1.1 SUMMARY 
 

A. Definitions 
 

1. Basic contract definitions used in the Contract Documents 
are defined in the GENERAL CONDITIONS.  Definitions and 
explanations are not necessarily either complete or 
exclusive, but are general for the Work.   

 
2. General Requirements are the provisions or requirements of 

DIVISION 1 Sections, and which apply to the entire Work of 
the Contract.   

 
B. Related Information Specified Elsewhere:  Specification 

standards and associations applicable to the Work are specified in 
each Section. 

 
1.2 Specification Format and Content Explanations 
 

A. Specification Format:  The Specifications are organized into 
Divisions and Sections based on the Construction Specifications 
Institute's (CSI) Section Format and MasterFormat numbering 
system.  Some portions may not fully comply and no particular 
significance will be attached to such compliance or noncompliance.   

 
1. Divisions and Sections:  For convenience, a basic unit of 

Specification text is a "Section," each unit of which is 
numbered and named.  These are organized with related 
Sections, into "Divisions," which are recognized as the 
present industry consensus on uniform organization and 
sequencing of Specifications.  The Section title is not 
intended to limit meaning or content of Section, nor to be 
fully descriptive of requirements specified therein, nor to be 
an integral part of text.   

 
2. Section Numbering:  Used for identification and to 

facilitate cross-references in Contract Documents.  Sections 
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are placed in numeric sequence; however, numbering 
sequence is not complete, and listing of Sections in Table of 
Contents at beginning of the Project Manual must be 
consulted to determine numbers and names of Specification 
Sections in these Contract Documents.   

 
3. Page Numbering:  Numbered independently for each 

Section.  Section number is shown with page number at 
bottom of each page, to facilitate location of text.   

 
4. Parts:  Each Section of Specifications generally has been 

subdivided into three basic "parts" for uniformity and 
convenience (PART 1 - GENERAL, PART 2 - PRODUCTS, and 
PART 3 - EXECUTION).  These "Parts" do not limit the 
meaning of text within.  Some Sections may not contain all 
three "Parts" when not applicable, or may contain more than 
three "Parts" to add clarity to organization of Section.   

 
5. Underscoring of Titles:  Used strictly to assist reader of 

Specification in scanning text for key words in content.  No 
emphasis on or relative importance is intended except where 
underscoring may be used in body of text to emphasize a 
duty, critical requirement, or similar situation. 

 
6. Project Identification:  Project file number and 

identification are recorded at bottom of each page of 
Specifications to minimize possible misuse of Specifications, 
or confusion with other Project Specifications.   

 
B. Specification Content 
 

1. These Specifications apply certain conventions in the use of 
language and the intended meaning of certain terms, words, 
and phrases when used in particular situations or 
circumstances.  These conventions are explained as 
follows:   
 
a. Imperative and Streamlined Language:  These 

Specifications are written in imperative and 
abbreviated form.  This imperative language of the 
technical Sections is directed at the Contractor, unless 
specifically noted otherwise.  Incomplete sentences 
shall be completed by inserting "shall," "the 
Contractor shall," and "shall be," and similar 
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mandatory phrases by inference in the same manner 
as they are applied to notes on the Drawings.  The 
words "shall be" shall be supplied by inference where 
a colon (:) is used within sentences or phrases.  
Except as worded to the contrary, fulfill (perform) all 
indicated requirements whether stated imperatively or 
otherwise.   

 
b. Specifying Methods:  The techniques or methods 

of specifying requirements varies throughout text, 
and may include "prescriptive," "compliance with 
standards," "performance," "proprietary," or a 
combination of these.  The method used for 
specifying one unit of Work has no bearing on 
requirements for another unit of Work.   

 
c. Overlapping and Conflicting Requirements: 

Where compliance with two or more industry 
standards or sets of requirements is specified, and 
overlapping of those different standards or 
requirements establishes different or conflicting 
minimums or levels of quality, notify Engineer for a 
decision as specified in GENERAL CONDITIONS. 

 
d. Abbreviations:  Throughout the Contract 

Documents are abbreviations implying words and 
meanings which shall be appropriately interpreted.  
Specific abbreviations have been established, 
principally for lengthy technical terminology and in 
conjunction with coordination of Specification 
requirements with notations on Drawings and in 
schedules.  These are normally defined at first 
instance of use.  Organizational and association 
names and titles of general standards are also 
abbreviated.   

 
C. Assignment of Specialists:  In certain instances, Specification 

text requires that specific Work be assigned to specialists in the 
operations to be performed.  These specialists shall be engaged for 
performance of those units of Work, and assignments are 
requirements over which Contractor has no choice or option.  
These assignments shall not be confused with, and are not 
intended to interfere with, enforcement of building codes and 
similar regulations governing the Work, local trade and union 
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jurisdictions, and similar conventions.  Nevertheless, final 
responsibility for fulfillment of Contract requirements remains with 
Contractor.   

 
D. Trades:  Except as otherwise specified or indicated, the use of 

titles such as "carpentry" in Specification text, implies neither that 
the Work must be performed by an accredited or unionized 
tradesperson of corresponding generic name (such as "carpenter"), 
nor that specified requirements apply exclusively to work by 
tradespersons of that corresponding generic name.   

 
1.3 Drawing Symbols 
 

A. Except as otherwise indicated, graphic symbols used on Drawings 
are those symbols recognized in the construction industry for 
purposes indicated.  Refer instances of uncertainty to Engineer for 
clarification.   

 
1.4 Industry Standards 

 
A. Applicability of Standards:  Except where the Contract 

Documents include more stringent requirements, applicable 
construction industry standards have the same force and effect as 
if bound or copied directly into the Contract Documents.  Such 
standards are made a part of the Contract Documents by reference 
and are stated in each Section.   

 
1. Referenced standards, referenced directly in Contract 

Documents or by governing regulations, have precedence 
over nonreferenced standards which are recognized in 
industry for applicability to the Work.   

 
2. Where compliance with an industry standard is required, 

standard in effect shall be as stated in GENERAL 
CONDITIONS.   

 
3. Where an applicable code or standard has been revised and 

reissued after the date of the Contract Documents and 
before performance of Work affected, the Engineer will 
decide whether to issue a Change Order to proceed with the 
updated standard.   

 
4. In every instance the quantity or quality level shown or 

specified shall be the minimum to be provided or 
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performed.  The actual installation may comply exactly, 
within specified tolerances, with the minimum quantity or 
quality specified, or it may exceed that minimum within 
reasonable limits.  In complying with these requirements, 
indicated numeric values are minimum or maximum values, 
as noted, or appropriate for the context of the 
requirements.  Refer instances of uncertainty to the 
Engineer for a decision before proceeding.   

 
5. Each entity engaged in construction on the Project is 

required to be familiar with industry standards applicable to 
that entity's construction activity.  Copies of applicable 
standards are not bound with the Contract Documents.   
 
a. Where copies of standards are needed for 

performance of a required construction activity, 
Contractor shall obtain copies directly from the 
publication source.   

 
B. Abbreviations and Names:  Trade association names and titles 

of general standards are frequently abbreviated.  Where such 
acronyms or abbreviations are used in the Specifications or other 
Contract Documents, they mean the recognized name of the trade 
association, standards generating organization, authority having 
jurisdiction, or other entity applicable to the context of the text 
provision.   

 
 
PART 2 -  PRODUCTS - Not Applicable.  

 
 
 

PART 3 -  EXECUTION - Not Applicable. 
 
 
 

PART 4 -  MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT - Not Applicable. 
 
 
 
 

         ** END OF SECTION 01420 ** 


